
  

 

 
 

To: The News Editor                                                                                                    October 18, 2019  

  
NWC TO HOST REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON WATER ASSESSMENT USING NUCLEAR 

TECHNOLOGY 

Breaks New Ground in Regional Water Technology 

  
  

The National Water Commission (NWC) will be hosting Water Resources Professionals from 

several countries of the Caribbean and Pacific regions at the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) 

Interregional Training Course on Water Resources Assessment using Isotope Hydrology in Kingston from 

October 21 – November 1, 2019.  

  

The Training course is being held within the IAEA’s Technical Cooperation framework of “Applying 

Nuclear Science and Technology in Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in Support of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)  Pathway”.  

The NWC, which has been recognised by the IAEA as the leading water utility in the English 

speaking Caribbean in the research and application of stable isotopes techniques in water resources planning 

and management, will be hosting some twenty-six (26) professionals from IAEA’s Caribbean and Pacific 

member countries in this two-week workshop. 

 

The purpose of the Workshop is to train participants on the guidelines for the application of 

conventional hydrological techniques and isotope methods to improve water resources assessment and 

management within their respective countries. 

 

Between 2016 and January 2019, the National Water Commission (NWC), Jamaica’s premier 

water service provider with 90% of the local potable water market, was involved in breaking new ground 

in water resources planning, testing and management in the region with the implementation of a water 

resources assessment and sustainability project in Kingston in collaboration with the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA). The IAEA is a specialist arm of the United Nations. 

 

Speaking at the end of the 3-year technical  cooperation project in January, NWC President Mark 

Barnett had said that “the Assessment of the Kingston Hydrologic Basin Project between the NWC and the 

IAEA is not only significant because of the new ground it breaks in the use of nuclear technologies to study 

and protect the country’s water resources, but also because it is a further demonstration of NWC’s 

unrelenting commitment to the highest standards of water quality monitoring and sustainable water resource 

utilization so as to ensure that the best quality water is available to Jamaicans now and into the future.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The NWC’s collaboration with the IAEA is done in collaboration with the Planning Institute of Jamaica 

(PIOJ) and has also involved several other   agencies such as the National Irrigation Commission (NIC), 

the Ministry of Health (MoH), Water Resources Authority (WRA), National Environment Planning 

Agency (NEPA), the University of the West Indies (UWI) and the International Centre for Environmental 

and Nuclear Sciences (ICENS). 
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