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NWC ON HIGH ALERT TO RESPOND TO DROUGHT RELATED CHALLENGES 
  

The National Water Commission (NWC) is among the leading government agencies that will 

be implementing various measures to alleviate the possible impacts of a prolonged period of 

no rainfall on its water supply capabilities.  

  

In speaking at a major Press Conference on Drought Mitigation held at Jamaica House on 

Thursday, February 6, 2020, Minister Without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth 

and Job Creation, Senator Pearnel Charles Jr. said the government will be implementing a raft 

of measures so that the country’s water supplies will be effectively managed during any 

declared period of drought. Minister Charles stressed the importance of having a multi-

stakeholder approach to the drought management process and that the plan will be executed 

based on assigned responsibilities to various agencies, some of these include, drought 

preparedness education, implementation of different mitigation procedures and the issuance 

of customer alerts. 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the NWC, Senator Aubyn Hill in giving remarks at 

the function was unapologetic in stating that, “this is not a time to be despondent, we have 

to conserve, reuse, recycle when we must”. The senator implored the audience to increase 

practicing good water conservation habits while the company plays its part in improving the 

current aged infrastructure within the corporate area.   

Among the entities that will collaborate with the NWC to combat the effects of the dry spell 

include: The Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation (MEGJC), The Ministry of Local 

Government and Community Development (MLGCD), Rural Water Supply and the Rural 

Agricultural Development Authority (RADA). 



It was announced that as part of the comprehensive drought mitigation strategy, the NWC 

will be procuring fourteen (14) additional trucks to assist in the distribution of water to the 

hardest hit areas. There will also be the revision of operational procedures for payment of 

truckers to improve speed and efficiency as well as the waiving of the $12,000 sterilization 

fee, during the emergency drought period. 

  

Meanwhile, as part of broader efforts to improve the supply and distribution of water during 

and after the dry periods, NWC President, Mark Barnett indicated that the Ferry Pipeline 

project will be completed in short order. Additionally, water supply regulations to sections of 

the Kingston and St. Andrew are necessary and will continue as part of the general water 

management strategy of the Commission. According to data from the Meteorological Office 

of Jamaica the country is currently experiencing less than normal rainfall and this may 

continue, resulting in an extension of the dry season. 
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